Miliary tuberculosis with delayed-onset total knee arthroplasty Mycobacteria tuberculosis infection successfully treated with medical therapy alone: A case report and literature review.
Tuberculosis (TB) affecting a prosthetic knee is an unusual and diagnostically challenging presentation of this disease. This study reported a case of an 80-year-old man with a left total knee arthroplasty (TKA) performed eight years before his presentation. He presented with left knee swelling and pain for one month. Knee X-rays showed a normal joint space with no loosening of his prosthesis. His chest X-ray showed miliary disease, and microbiological studies of his sputum and synovial fluid aspirate grew Mycobacteria tuberculosis complex. He was successfully medically treated with anti-tuberculous therapy alone for one year. His knee hardware was retained, and he did not require debridement, resection, or revision. It is believed that this is the first reported case of miliary TB with delayed-onset TKA prosthetic joint infection (PJI) in which the prosthesis was successfully retained. Thirty-eight published TB TKA PJI cases in medical literature were also reviewed.